Press Release – Embargoed Thursday 21st May 2009

‘TOBACCO FREE SOCIETY A STEP NEARER’ SAY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Today at the All Island Forum on Environmental Health in Athlone, the Environmental Health Officers’ Association (EHOA) heralded the imminent implementation of the remaining provisions of the Public Health (Tobacco) Acts 2002 and 2004, as bringing Ireland a step closer to becoming a tobacco free society.

Maurice Mulcahy, Chairperson of the EHOA said that ‘We warmly welcome the announcement by Áine Brady T.D., Minister of State that guidelines on these new controls are now publicly available .We now ask retailers to co-operate with Environmental Health Officers in ensuring they are fully complied with .They are necessary and easily implemented measures intended to reduce youth uptake of smoking and to protect the health of future generations’.
He went on to say;
‘8 out of 10 smokers admit to taking up smoking before they were 18 years old  

The removal of in-store advertising of tobacco products, will send out an important message that smoking is not a normal part of growing up and that its promotion in areas accessible to children is unacceptable’. 
Paul Hickey, Chairperson of the EHOA tobacco committee commented that for far too long we have seen unacceptably high levels of cigarette sales to minors.  4 out of 10 attempts by underage purchasers are still successful.  He confirmed that the new provisions will strengthen existing controls.  They allow for suspension of the right to sell tobacco where a retailer is found guilty of selling illegally to minors or breaching other provisions of the Tobacco Acts.  
“While it’s acknowledged the refusal rates by retailers are increasing, sales to minors still occur regularly.   We would like to see refusal rates dramatically improve and we believe these measures will go along way in achieving this”
Speaker at the forum, Sylviane Ratte, (Technical  Advisor, Tobacco Control 
International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease) was quoted as saying.   “Point of sale controls are essential. After the road travelled in Ireland to protect young people , it would be ludicrous to leave tobacco packs displayed at the point of sale being one the most potent forms of tobacco advertising”.
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