Report on TOUCH visit to projects in Zambia, April/ May — 2011

In April and May we made our annual visit to ourJCH projects throughout Zambia.
The visiting party this year consisted of PaulineHvgh and Seamus Gleeson from the TOUCH Central
Group. We travelled 4000 Km approx. visiting TOUGEIand projects.

Again this year in view of the worsening econonlimate and the financial difficulties we are faciaiy
home we would like to extend our appreciation fourycontinued support through our Child Sponsorship
Schemes and Project Funding and to emphasise #ém/lo@iming effect your contributions are having on
the lives of these children. It was obvious toraselling around Zambia the quality of life of theor is
decreasing as a result of the world recession ggbiiaice.

We travelled North, South, East and West arounddatry, we arrived on Holy Thursday and on Good
Friday morning we were going south.

Our first Stop was at thé&/omen’s Training Centre in Chipapa funded by the Kildare Business Women'’s
Network to see how things were progressing thelthofigh the centre was not in operation on theitday
was great to see it all kitted out with equipmeatf our Aid container last year and also to seettiey

had a nutrition classroom in operation. The ceistreow accredited to the Skills Training organisatof
Zambia. Since our support of building this cenkre $isters of the Holy Rosary have a thriving Comityu
Farm now in operation run by Sr. Catherine, whbeey imanaged to get funding for a Dairy Project.yThe
have also built a convent adjacent to the centdehape through TOUCH Ireland in the near future to
construct a School Block for the children of thedbcommunity. It is amazing to see a piece of BLeid
transformed into a facility that will now help #lie people of the community.

The Training Centre Tailoring Classro Nutrition Classroom

On Easter Saturday we continued on to Mazabuké#stbthre Ndeke Skills Training Centre and
Community Schoolwhere the Offaly TOUCH Group is one of the fundaggncies and to vidtaleya
Community Schoolwhere one of our Child Sponsorship Schemes opgeratiewas going extremely well
at Ndeke and they are still developing the cenitk assistance from other organisations from Ireglan
While doing the Child Sponsorship reports at Kal®gmmunity School we donated an Irish Football kit
sponsored by the FAI Ticket Office.
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On Easter Sunday we arrived at Bemba Farm project Funded by the ACC Bank on route to
Livingstone. We dropped in to see Sr. Mary Lucy #rmresidents of the farm to see how it was gding.
was great as usual here all were looking very masps and healthy. We were delighted to see how one
person in particular had progressed with his faraiiy his life. His name is Davis, and after histfyrear’s
profit from his farm he went and completed a Meatsmoourse. He now works as a Mechanic in the aoppe
mines and his sister takes care of the farm. Theeypbe saves from his employment he puts back tineto
farm with the profit from it. He now has his own lh&nd irrigation system and this year he alsottauil
piggery. He is a great example for giving peop#taait and to see what they can do.

It was also great to see that the Irish Embas®yugir their Micro Projects have assisted here hi¢h t
construction of a Polly Tunnel. This will allow tikemmunity to grow vegetables all year round.

Davis at his Piggery

On Easter Monday we found ourselveshat Ma Ma Bakita Cheshire Homein Livingstone.
This centre has been funded by the TOUCH Law Lipoup.

| The Centre is looking great and all is reported vere.
The new bus purchased last year has been a gseat@ashe centre. We met with the management
committee and discussed the building of the newrbiyldherapy centre that we hope to start in 2011.

The next day we headed back the 600Km to Lusakaenke visited some of our projects there over the
next week. Our first visit was 8t. Michaels Community Schoolwhere we had just completed a

Kitchen/Dining Shelter, (Funded by the Galway TOUGKbup) previously we funded two School Blocks
and now had some Child Sponsorship to carry outadswlsee how funds donated by Scoil Bhride, Kill
were used. Here we also are funding three peopleacher Training College with a third person sigrt
this year through thBronagh Coffey Fund.

New Kitchen/Dining Shelter | sponsred childre School Materialsc8il Bhride



Our next visit was to the parish of Chilanga &whrdian Angels Community Schoolwhere we have built
two School Blocks and have another Child sponsprstineme. Here all is going well with the childestd
the number of pupils in this school as with all eahools continues to grow. Here we are also spomso
Patrick with his Teacher Training through tBenagh Coffey Fund.We are also supporting Simon Phiri
aged sixteen with his Grade Twelve (Leaving Cénpugh the Education Group. Simon is an orphan who
was living with some friends when their house washbd down but during the fire he managed to s&ve h
school books such was his awareness of his neddsf@education. He now needs support with
accommodation and food for this year while he catgd his Grade 12.

Still in the parish of Chilanga we next visit&tl Patrick’'s Community Schoolwhere we have funded Two
School blocks and Six Teacher Houses. (TOUCH Kddaonstruction Group and Shannonside Group)
We are also sponsoring Andrew with his Teachermimgithrough th&ronagh Coffey Fund.

Here we have another Child Sponsorship schemelbisdgaing exceptionally well. The committee have
managed to get the government to fund a dining randha new toilet block.

We must commend Alice the principle and her staffdll their hard work.

Dining Room | lide (Principle) and Andrew | SponsochhiIdren

At the weekend we headed north to Kitwe some 400ftdm Lusaka to visit the Daysprings centre.

Here we have funddéaith Residential Centrean orphanage for young girls an&lkills Training Centre
funded by the Meath TOUCH Group and aldeagth Drop in Centre funded by the Derry TOUCH Group.
We also have a Child Sponsorship Scheme here. ©Ritst day we took our photos and reports of the
sponsored children and they were all healthy amgyaOn our second day we visited the Drop in Getudr
see the food program in operation and here we Bawrte effects of the economic cut backs fromnast.
The children that came in from the local compourdeahungry and very poor but at least they werenget
some food here. We will try to support them throagémall Farm Project into the future.

To see a video on this day at the Food Progranohoig http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F19ZBjKZ0zk

We next visited the Training Centre where all wesgpessing well but there is a need for raw mateta
provide courses in Carpentering and Tailoring het€omputer training is going very well.

Sponsored Children Dancing | C'hild'refro'the Local Compound Skills Training

We returned to Lusaka for a few days to completédCponsorship at St. Patrick’s and Guardians Asge
Community Schools and St. Francis Nutrition Centve. would visit here again at the end of our tripick

| will report on later.



On the Tuesday we would head west to Kaoma 500Kdrttean to Mongu another 200Km for a two week
visit. It is always great for us to be back in Kawhere we have a lot of friends that have nowpet
TOUCH Zambia. It is through them that we now chamue funding to all our projects in the Western
Province. We feel this empowers local people asd dbes away with the “Great White Hope” scenario.

Ouir first task here was Child Sponsorship atGheshire Community Care Centrewhere TOUCH began
twelve years ago. We have 60 children sponsoresldpead across three orphanages one of these being
Judith House which was funded by TOUCH. It is great to sedtlal children going to school and at this
time are getting so big.

We also visited the new Kaoma Hospital which isfifndue to open this year; here the Kildare TOUCH
Group funded th@aediatric Wing. When the security fence is erected the new halspitue to open.
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KCCC Sponsored Children Paediatric Wing — Kaoma Hospital

We next visited th&epo Drop in Centrewhere we have project funding by the Meath & KiklaOUCH
Groups and by the FAS“3Norld Fund. Here all was going well as they hasenall Food Program
(TOUCH Central Group) and a Sports program shati¢d @hilumbo Community School. (TOUCH
Education Group). The most obvious thing here \Wwasieed for maintenance to the building as it 18 no
opened seven years. We were fortunate to have &ords to put towards this and will send some more
funding later this year. They are continuing tartrgome of the children from the local compounds in
Computers and Tailoring.
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The Food Program at Sepo Drop in Cerdr

Our next visit was to Mangango about 50Km intoliheh where TOUCH suppafhree Community

Schools one was rebuilt and funded by the Naas Pastarah€ll. Also a Farm project to support the
schools was funded by the ACC Bank Third World Fuffte Farm and schools were going well.

Maize Crop * Herd of Cattle



However we will fund the rebuilding @t. Stephens School (Namalaz@arly next year. As can be seen

from the photos it is dangerous and badly in ndeddreew school.

St. Stephens School (Namala2|)
We also have a Child Sponsorship Scheme spreadsaitre three schools (25Km Radius)

Our next stop was Mongu for the official openinglugWhisper Centre for mothers and young children.
This centre was funded by the Shannonside and te€il@@nstruction Groups. This is a small community
based organisation whose mission is to ensureotiphians and vulnerable children from birth to thaed
half years are given an opportunity to survive undeceptable living conditions in their homes by

providing them with basic infant food and materials

The New Whisper Centre Chlldren ng a meal at the opening Mothers and Chlldren

To see a video of the construction and openinglotp http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDyVb9V1E2I

On Tuesday of our fourth week we returned to Lugakéae joyful sight of oudOFt Aid Container that
had arrived on the day before. We were delightatitthad arrived before we were due to depart on
Thursday morning not withstanding the fact whernweelld have hoped to be taking a rest after all our
travelling at this time. Thanks to Sylvester angldrew for all their hard work unloading and gejtthe
supplies out to all our projects. Also to Ethel wiamdled all our paperwork and clearance from Tiaiazi®
Lusaka.

Container in Lusaka o 8xester and his Crew Projects collectintheir supplies



Our last duty was to oversee the distribution ef\Whitewater toys from the Giving Tree which were o
board the container. Even though at this stage ere wery tired after a long month in the heat dredush
this will always be one of the highlights of ouptrOn the Wednesday morning we linked up withF&ula
Healy from theSt. Francis Nutrition Centre funded by TOUCH Ireland to have a Christmas pastyttie
children. To see the excitement on their facefi@g tore into the parcels and saw the toys wasyash
everything that we all do in TOUCH. | wish all abiy could have been there but | hope the photosivide
will give you some feeling of the day. See Youtlip://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwQ9EY_ B530

Sr. Paula and the Children enjoying their Dys thanks to the Patrons of the Whitewater S/C
We flew home on Thursday morning as they would say Zambia “A Little Bit Tired”!

Summary

Also during our visit we took a look at our currgmbjects that we will be taking on in Zambia 02611
and hope to finish in 2012 as follows.

Kalunga Bana Farm Project for Street Children hesaka

Mangango new School Block at St. Stephen’s Commi8thool, Western Province
Livingstone Cheshire Hydro Therapy Centre for leagrdisabilities

Teacher Houses at St. Michael’s Community school

We hope to use our Facebook Group to fundraisa famining Centre in Kaoma

agrwnhE

In addition to the above we will endeavour to kapmll our commitment to support our present curren
projects in Zambia, Cameroon, Sri Lanka, India, Nemd Brazil.
We hope that next April we will look at a new rousidProjects

As always thanks to all our TOUCH Groups and Suppders as it is your efforts that make all this
happen for the children. Again this year more tharever we will need your continued support as a
result of the economic climate at home so pleasegtstrong and stay with the children.

Phone: 00-353-45-874889 (W) or 00-353-86-3260948)(M

Visit our websites athttp://touchireland.bluewaterroad.ie/ and http://www.touchireland.ie/
Check out all videos and photos on TOUCH Ireland Feebook at:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?9id=877551294358&f=mf

Sincere Thanks to All,

Seamus Gleeson Pauline McHugh Email: seamus@touchireland.ie
Director Asst. Director
TOUCH Ireland TOUCH Ireland Email: seamus@touchireland.ie



