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Environmental Health Officers’ Association hosts Educational Event

‘Risk Assessment in Focus’
Today over 150 members of the Environmental Health Officers’ Association will converge at the Aviva Stadium, Dublin for an educational seminar entitled Risk Assessment in Focus. This educational event, concentrating specifically on risk assessment within the food industry is aimed at members of the Association which is primarily made up of environmental health officers working on the ground. 
“This is an ideal opportunity for Environmental Health professionals to gain a greater understanding of risk assessment within the food industry”, quotes Chairperson of the EHOA Mr. Shane Keane “The EHOA are delighted to facilitate such a distinguished panel of experts to speak with Environmental Health professionals today about past experiences, lessons learned and the latest thinking on assessing risk when it comes to food borne pathogens” 
Risk Assessment is integral to the work of Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) who have been at the frontline, regarding the prevention of food borne illness by conducting, among others, inspections of food business, investigating and containing illness outbreaks and regularly taking action in the removal of unsafe foods from the market.  Environmental Health Officers conduct essential and fundamental work, ensuring that public safety measures are maintained. However, increased awareness of the effects of food hazards on human health coupled with the increasing importance and rapid growth of world food trade, the analysis of the risk(s) associated with food have become more important then ever before.

Keynote Speaker Professor Sir. Hugh Pennington, a prominent microbiologists based in the UK will discuss the ever important role of environmental health in protecting public health. 
Professor Pennington led a number of notable public inquires including the 1996 E.coli 0157 Scottish outbreak where 21 people died. He also chaired the Public Inquiry into the 2005 outbreak of E.coli 0157 in South Wales where 157 cases were identified, 31 people were hospitalised and one child died. Professor Pennington will discuss what lessons Irish Environmental Health Officers can learn from these outbreaks. 
According to Professor Pennington “E.coli O157 is a particularly nasty organism but it can be prevented from causing infection. It has not gone away; it remains a potential threat to people’s health. There are no specific treatments available to prevent the onset of complications which are often severe and sometimes fatal. Prevention is paramount.”
This EHOA Educational Event will also feature a presentation by Professor Martin Cormican, Director of Medical Microbiology; National University of Ireland Galway entitled ‘VTEC an Irish Perspective’.
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